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 Credit for this Study Guide must begin with Bill W. and Dr. Bob.  
Their determination to stay sober led them to search for and go to alcoholics 
who were suffering from alcoholism.  From their efforts, and the efforts of 
those they had helped, came the First One Hundred sober men and women.  
From that Fellowship came a Program which would  be known as 
“Alcoholics Anonymous.”   
 
 Because of the two “Arkansas Travelers,” Joe McQ. and Charlie P., 
their “The Big Book Comes Alive” meetings and their four day “Big Book 
Seminars” at which they shared their knowledge and experience of our 
Program, came our first understanding of the material in the Basic Text for 
Alcoholics Anonymous.  This created a thirst for an even greater knowledge 
of the vital information contained in the Big Book.  This desire gave birth to 
The Primary Purpose Group of Alcoholics Anonymous of Dallas, Texas, in 
January, 1988.  So, to all the present and past members of this Group goes 
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who prepared this Study Guide. 
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revealing to the First One Hundred the secret of this Program which 
promises alcoholics and many others how to have a primary purpose and 
learn how to enjoy a life that is happy, joyous and free! 
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(Page xi) 
 

(P)   1. Which Edition is this one? 
    
      2-a. When was it first published? 
    2-b. How many copies went into circulation between the First  
       and Second Editions? 
 
    4-a. When was the Second Edition published? 
    4-b. How many copies of the Second Edition were sold or   
       distributed? 
 
    6-a.  When was the Third Edition published?  
    6-b.  How many copies went were put into circulation? 
 
 
(P)    8-a. What has this book become? 
    8-b. Why? 
    8-c. Has there been a desire to make any changes in it? 
 
   11. Have there been any significant changes in the first 164 pages? 
 
  12-a. What has been kept totally intact? 
  12-b. Dr. Silkworth was what to our society? 
 
(P) 14. What three things were added to the Second Edition? 
 
  15-a. What was the chief change to the Second Edition? 
  15-b. Why were these changes made? 
 
 17. What else is said about the Second Edition? (rest of paragraph) 
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(Page xii) 
 

(P)   1. What part of the Big Book was left unchanged in the Third 
   Edition? 

 
   2. What changes were made? (2 sentences) 
 
(P)         3-a.  What has been added to the Fourth Edition? 

         3-b.  What has been revised? 
 
    5.  How have the “Story Sections” been revised? (rest of paragraph) 

 
(P)    6-a. What is the nickname for the Basic Text, Alcoholics   
      Anonymous? 
    6-b. Why have changes been made in the Big Book?   
    6-c. And, hopefully, to accomplish what? 
 
   9.  What is our hope for a person with a drinking problem as he   
         reads this book? 
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(Page xiii) 
 

(P)    1-a. Who authored this book? 
    1-b. How many were there? 
    1-c. What had happened to them? 
   
   4. Why did they go to the trouble to write this book? 
   
   5. If we have a drinking problem and study this book, what else  
            will we need? 
   
   6. What do we think can be accomplished by reading this book? 
   
   7. What is it that many do not comprehend? 
   
   8. Do we believe this book is for alcoholics only? 
 
 
(P)   9. Why was it important for the authors of this book to remain           
             anonymous? 
 
 10. Were the authors of this book “bums”? 
 
 11. What is our alcoholic work? 
 
 
(P)  12-a. What are we told to do if we write or speak publicly? 
  12-b. We are told to identify ourselves as what? 
 
 
(P) 14. Are we serious about anonymity at the level of the press? 
 
 
(P) 15. Are we an organization? 
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(Page xiv) 
 
   1. How much does it cost for membership in A.A.? 
  
   2. What is the only requirement for membership? 
 
    3-a. With whom are we affiliated? 
    3-b. Who or what are we against? 
  
   5. What is our single simple wish? 
 
 
(P)   6. For those who read this book, who do we want to hear from? 
  
   7. What is it we really want to do? 
 
 
(P)   8. Who else would we like to hear from? 


