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Overview 
(Pages 1 through 16)  

 
 The main purpose of “Bill’s Story” is for identification, as are the other 
stories in this textbook.  In “The Doctor’s Opinion”, we learned the exact 
nature of alcoholism.  We learned that we are powerless because of the 
allergic reaction the alcoholic has to alcohol (craving that comes with the 
first few drinks) and of the unmanageability resulting from a mind that 
cannot remember the allergic reaction (we start drinking again, even though 
we sincerely promised to never do it again.)  
 In “Bill’s Story” we will be “12th Stepped” by Bill W. himself.  We will 
see the progression of the disease in his life.  As we study his story, we 
should look for the effect of drinking on Bill that you, too, have experienced.  
We can look at what happened to him and say to ourselves, “Yes, that 
happened to me, too” or “No, that hasn’t happened to me YET.”  
 As we study his story, ignore the differences; such as, he was from 
Vermont, he was a stockbroker, he was in a World War, etc..  Look only for 
the similarities of experience resulting from drinking.  Some of these will be 
noted as we progress in our study of Chapter One. 
 We will also learn how Bill found hope as the result of a visit from his 
long-time friend, Ebby T., who became Bill’s sponsor.  While in Townes 
Hospital, Ebby visited Bill and helped him take the actions of our Twelve 
Steps -- which resulted in Bill having a spiritual experience.  Bill tells us 
what his life was like after taking the action and lived 36 years without ever 
taking another drink. 
 
 If we do what Bill did, we will get what Bill got! 
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(P)    1-a. Where was Bill when he had his first experience with   
       alcohol? 
    1-b. What flattered these young officers? 
 
   3. What did he find in these homes? 
 
   4. What was his mood? 
 
   5. What did he forget? 
 
   6. What was his mood when he again returned to drinking? 
 
   7. When Bill was lonely and drank, did he do so to change the  
             way  he thought and the way he felt? 
 
 
 

(P) 8. When Bill visited Winchester Cathedral, what doggerel caught        
                  his attention?  (the entire paragraph) 
 
 
(P)   9. How did it affect him? 
 
 
(P) 10. How old was Bill at the end of the War? 
 
  11-a. Did Bill appear to think well of himself? 
  11-b. What gave him that idea? 
 
 13. Were his ideas a little grandiose?  (2 sentences) 
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(P)   1. Was Bill willing to pay the price to be successful? (2 sentences) 
 
   2. What did he want to prove? 
 
   3. What did he become interested in? 
 
   Skip the next two sentences. 
 
   4. Besides law, what did Bill study? 
 
   5. Did his drinking interfere with his education? (2 sentences) 
 
   6. What did his wife, Lois, think of his drinking? 
  (Note:  Did anyone ever fuss at you about your drinking?) 
 
   7. What did he tell Lois? 
  (Note:  Did you believe you thought more clearly after a few   
        drinks?) 
 
 
(P)   8. Although he studied law, what really interested him?  
  (2 sentences) 
 
   9. Who were his heroes? 
 
 10. What did the alloy of drink and speculation do for Bill? 
 Skip the next three sentences. 
  11-a. Were Bill’s broker friends willing to help him? 
  11-b. Was Bill hard-headed, strong self-willed and determined? 
 
 13. What was Bill’s theory?  (2 sentences) 
 
 
(P) 14. What did he and Lois do that seemed crazy? 

 
 


